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On this special occasion of 25th anniversary of the
Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK), we welcome, congratulate
and share best wishes to you all. At the same time, we express
our gratitude to all the dedicated souls who have shared their
valuable time for the humanitarian works of the BHA (UK).
We respectfully remember all those comrades who have
passed away and acknowledge their hard work for the
charity over the years since the inception of BHA (UK). We
are indebted to the working members for their patience and
continued dedication.

Our main aim is to create bonding between the members of
our community and the UK's multicultural society, standing
by victims in need and raising our voices against the atrocities
and injustices perpetrated against innocent human beings.
We must all stand together, regardless of differences of
opinion, for serving humanity and maintaining community
cohesion.

BHA (UK) has been serving people in need since it's inception.
We endeavour to keep in touch with members across UK,
exchanging opinions, providing support with accommodation,
employment, wellbeing support and maintaining liaison with
the multicultural community. We encourage dialogue for the
improvement of cultural and social integration.

BHA (UK) aims to encourage and nurture youth leadership
among its British born members. This new generation will play
a significant role in connecting the Bangladeshi community
with their cultural roots and heritage.

This edition of Roots is a continuation of BHA (UK)'s activities
since the last publication which contains the historical data for
22 years. The most recent and important activities involved
working with social and cultural organisations, helping
people affected by natural disasters and protesting against
non-equality, discrimination and other atrocities. We have
also been liaising with UK government ministers, members
of Parliament, the House of Lords, Downing Street, and the
Bangladesh High Commission. we also made representations
to the United Nations, All Party Parliamentarians Group
meetings on humanitarian issues.

Finally, we are grateful to our sponsors, all executive
committee members and well-wishers for their ongoing
supports and kind suggestions for the preparation of the
events of the 25th Anniversary of the BHA (UK). We would
sincerely urge members of the community to get involved in
order to keep the BHA (UK)'s charity works running effectively.
We thank and highly appreciate all testimonials received from
members and the wider community to mark this milestone.
Our prayers for the friendship, brotherhood and solidarity
amongst members in the UK in order to work shoulder to
shoulder. We hope the new generation will follow this path
of enlightenment in connecting roots.
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Proshanta Purokayastha BEM
Chairman

Nomoshkar

I would like to welcome and congratulate you all on Silver Jubilee Celebration of the Bangladesh
Hindu Association (UK). | am feeling blessed to have had the company, affection and support
of hundreds of people over 25 years of the Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK). BHA (UK) was
formed by community members who had a vision of unity by supporting good causes and
well-being. It revived the hope of establishing the existence of Hindus from Bangladesh and
highlighting their identity and origin.

BHA (UK) has been working towards community cohesion in the British multicultural society.
BHA (UK)'s aim of serving humanity was demonstrated when we stood by the needy, and
victims of injustice and natural disasters. There are numerous examples over the past 25 years
that BHA (UK) has carried out it's humanitarian activities in the UK and overseas with great
affect. Many were duly published in the 20th anniversary publication of Roots and is now
continued in this edition. @

BHA (UK) has focused on the British born younger generation in order to raise the awareness
of our cultural heritage and inspire them to carry out research on their forefathers’ legacy and
our origins. BHA (UK) has made continuous efforts to liaise with other members of the UK
community, especially charitable organisations, and worked towards national unity.

In recent years BHA has played an important role by attending All Party Parliamentarian
Group meetings at the House of Commons and meeting MPs and ministers where we raised
concerns about crimes against humanity perpetrated on Hindus in Bangladesh. At the same
time, BHA (UK) stood by the victims of natural disasters and racial atrocities in Bangladesh.

The Biennial Conference is a time to get-together to acknowledge the support of, and express
gratitude to, the members of the UKwide community. | believe that we have been able to
spread our message to general members, distinguished guests and well wishers.

| believe that the milestone celebration of the Silver Jubilee would be marked as a significant
step forward for the Bengali Hindu Community and especially Hindus from Bangladesh. My
prayers for continued progress in our charitable work and ongoing success in the future.

Kind Regards

ﬁfﬂka yaLtha

Proshanta Purokayastha
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Rabin Paul
Vice Chairman

Dear Friends

It has been an honour to have been part of Bangladesh Hindu Association (“BHA") since its
inception. | am proud of the fact that the first meeting to discuss the formation of BHA was held
at my old home at 14 Nathaniel Close, E1, near Toynbee Hall. Initially we started the charity
work with supplementary school to support disadvantaged children. That contributed towards
the achievement for younger generation to become a doctor, lawyer and economist.

BHA is an umbrella organisation that was established to make others aware of the heritage and
contributions of Hindus from Bangladesh and to help individuals in need. BHA has experienced
a number of important milestones that we can be proud of. Bangladeshi Hindu organisation
contributed to the Bangladesh High Commission for flood victims. BHA also submitted a
petition to Prime Minister Tony Blair at Downing Street at the end of 2001, which condemned
the atrocities committed against Hindus in Bangladesh following the 2001 general election.

BHA has continuously raised awareness of crisis in Bangladesh and contributed towards relief
efforts. Amongst numerous other initiatives, BHA organised a press conference at the start
of 2014 to raise awareness of the atrocities committed against Hindus in Bangladesh, raised
funds for victims of violence in Shalla Upazila, Sunamganj during 2021 and organised a huge
demonstration outside the Houses of Parliament and in front of the BBCin 2021. More recently,
BHA has held meetings with the UK government to raise awareness of anti-Hindu violence
following the fall of the previous Bangladesh government in August 2024 and we have held
events to celebrate Holi at the House of Parliament for the first time in 2024 and then in 2025.

However, more work needs to be done. It's not enough to be proud of our past; we must
actively work to shape our future. | urge each of you to consider how you can contribute.
Volunteering your time, sharing your skills, or simply encouraging others to get involved can
have a profound impact.

Every small action, every new participant, strengthens our association and ensures that our

legacy continues to thrive for generations to come.

Kind R/egards
/
(|
S

o

Rabin Paul
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Sujith Kumar Chowdhury
General Secretary

Dear Friends,

It is both a privilege and an honour to present this brochure to you at the end of my second term as your elected
General Secretary. | have served this amazing community for the past 4 years and feel blessed to be a part of its Silver
Jubilee, which shall be celebrated on Saturday 30th August in London. This amazing milestone has only become possible
due to the tremendous support of our community, and the trust you have put in our Executive Committee, in me as your
General Secretary, and in your Chairman.

BHA (UK) is a UK wide umbrella organisation of Bengali Hindus living in the UK with ancestral roots to Bangladesh. It
was formed in response to the massive humanitarian violence against the Hindu community in Bangladesh during and
after the general election in 2001, to raise awareness abroad and to support the victims. Since its inception we have
protested against all the social injustices in cooperation with other organisations, keeping our voice alive through print
and social media platforms as well as organising physical gatherings and rallies. A particularly notable achievement
was the 2021 London rally held in protest of the Durga Puja violence. This was the largest congregation of the Hindu
community in the UK, and attracted attention from key government and media spokespeople such as MP Virnedra
Sharma and MP Stephen Timms. More recently, we have joined forces with Bengali Hindu organisations from across the @
UK to support the 8-Point Demands laid out by the Hindu community of Bangladesh under the leadership of Chinmoy
Das Brahmachari. When Chinmoy Prabhu was arrested, we organised protests across a number of cities in the UK -
including in front of the Bangladesh High Commission buildings in London, Manchester, and Birmingham - and handed
over a memorandum demanding the release of Chinmoy Prabhu and an immediate stop to the persecution of minority
communities of Bangladesh.

We also have a strong humanitarian function - due to your active financial and physical support, BHA (UK) has been
able to carry out essential humanitarian work both here and abroad such as food distribution and providing financial
assistance to the most vulnerable groups. As part of our support to Chinmoy Prabhu’s movement, we have raised funds
for the victims of the August 2024 violence and for the disaster relief activities following the 2024 floods. | also feel proud
to remind you that during the COVID-19 Pandemic, BHA (UK) supported the wider community in the UK and abroad to
an extent that has been acknowledged by the highest authority at the time - Her Majesty the Queen - who awarded the
British Empire Medal to the Chairman of BHA (UK).

Our goal as an organisation is “Unity, Community Cohesion, and Progression as a Thriving Community in the UK”, so it is
important for us to recognise the achievements of our younger generation and community champions. We host award
ceremonies to celebrate the individuals, families, and groups in the UK for their commitment to preserve and promote
Sanaton culture and Bangladeshi Hindu heritage in the UK. Our fellow brothers and sisters are also continuously working
to meet the needs of our younger generation and the wider community, which has resulted in the development of our
BHA Youth Forum so that we can ensure our culture and heritage is passed on to and celebrated by our next generation.
The celebrations of our 25th Anniversary in London will help to bring the community together from all over the UK, and
we hope to create an atmosphere of bonding, harmony, and joy between the many communities who will be present.

Besf(Regards
S

Sujith Kumar Chowdhury
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EMBASSY OF NEPAL, LONDON

AMBASSADOR

Message from His Excellency Mr. Chandra Kumar Ghimire
Ambassador of Nepal to the United Kingdom

It is with immense pleasure that [ convey my warmest regards and sincere
congratulations to the Bangladesh Hingu Association (UK) on the occasion of its 25th

anniversary.

This significant milestone reflects the Association’s enduring dedication to fostering
cultural harmony, spiritual values, and community unity within the United Kingdom.
® Throughout the last quarter of a century, BHA (UK) has been instrumental in ®
empowering the Bangladeshi Hindu community—preserving heritage. enhancing
interfaith dialogue, and promoting the spirit of service and solidarity.

I applaud BHA (UK) for its commitment to engaging youth, humanitarian initiatives,
and cultural preservation. Your endeavors to cultivate a strong sense of pride in
heritage and identity among younger generations are truly commendable. The
accolades received by this association highlight your substantial positive influence
across various communities.

As Nepal and Bangladesh possess profound historical. cultural, and civilizational
connections, | seize this moment to acknowledge the significant contributions of the
Bengali Hindu diaspora in enriching the social and cultural fabric of the UK.

May the 25th anniversary celebrations of BHA (UK) further strengthen community
bonds, encourage mutual respect, and inspire many to continue their service for the
common good.

[ wish the BHA (UK) every success in your noble pursuits.

Chandfa Kumar Ghimire
Ambassador of Nepal to the United Kingdom
Wednesday, 6 August 2025
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THE RT. HON. STEPHEN TIMMS MP
House of Commons Tel: 020 7219 4000
London SWI1A 0AA Fax: 020 7219 2949

Labour Member of Parliament for East Ham

Proshanta Lal Datta Purokayastha BEM
Chairman

Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK)
270 Halley Road

Manor Park London E12 6UA

Our Ref: ST14375 28 July 2025

Dear Mr Purokayastha

Thank you for inviting me to contribute a message for Roots magazine once again. [ am
honoured to offer my heartfelt congratulations to the Bangladesh Hindu Association on
achieving your twenty-fifth anniversary

The Bengali Hindu community has long made a valuable and vibrant contribution to the

diverse fabric of East London, and I know this anniversary marks an important milestone for ®
many. The BHA has exemplified community service, fostering cohesion, and humanitarian

support across generations and communities. The impact of your work — especially during the

Covid pandemic — has resonated deeply, earning well-deserved recognition with your British

Empire Medal.

I also greatly welcome the continuing work of the Association with younger generations,
especially through the BHA Youth Forum. Encouraging young people to explore their
heritage and engage in community life lays strong foundations for the future.

Please do pass on my best wishes to all members. I look forward to joining you for the
celebration on 30 August, and I hope it is a joyful and memorable occasion. I wish you every
success in the years ahead.

With all best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

-

Rt Hon Sir Stephen Timms
Member of Parliament for East Ham

Electronic mail: stephen(wstephentimms.org.uk Web: hup./'www.stephentimms. o
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Bob Blackman MP

Member of Parliament for Harrow East

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
{ Tel: 020 7219 7082

Tuesday 19" August 2025

Itis with great admiration and heartfelt congratulations that | extend my best wishes to the
Bangladesh Hindu Assaciation (UK) on the momentous occasion of its 25th Anniversa ry.

Over the past 25 years, BHA (UK) has played an invaluable role in promoting unity, cultural
heritage, and community wellbeing among the Bengali Hindu diaspora in the United
Kingdom. In my capacity as MP for Harrow East, | represent a large proportion of the
diaspora and recognise the importance of BHA with its tireless efforts in fostering harmony,
supporting vulnerable communities and engaging the younger generation in understanding
their roots and heritage.

Particularly notable is the Association’s response during the COVID-19 pandemic, where
your commitment to humanitarian support, both locally and internationally, stood as a
testament to the values of compassion and service that lie at the heart of all your work. The
recognition bestowed upon you through the British Empire Medal in 2021 is a proud
achievement and a reflection of your enduring impact.

While | regret that | am unable to join you in person for this remarkable celebration on the
30" August, please accept my warmest regards and sincere congratulations. May the next 25
years bring continued growth, unity, and prosperity to BHA (UK) and the vibrant community
it represents.

Kind Regards,

Al N

Bob Blackman CBE MP

Member of Parliament for Harrow East

Constituency Office:

209, Headstone Lane, Harrow, Middlesex HA2 6ND 020-8421-3323
bobblackman.org.uk  facebook.com/bobblackmanofficial  twitter.com/BobBlackman
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Virendra Sharma
Former Member of Parliament
for Ealing Southall

Dear Proshanta

It is with great pride and heartfelt warmth that | send my congratulations to the Bangladesh Hindu
Association (UK) on the Silver Jubilee of The Roots magazine. For twenty-five years, this publication has
been more than just a chronicle of community life — it has been a lifeline of culture, faith, and unity for
Bangladeshi Hindus in the UK and across the world.

While this milestone is a time for celebration, we cannot ignore the serious challenges that the Hindu
community continues to face in Bangladesh. Reports of discrimination, intimidation, and violence against
minorities remain deeply troubling. These injustices not only harm individuals but undermine the values
of equality, tolerance, and human dignity that should be the foundation of any society.

| stand in unwavering solidarity with the Hindu community of Bangladesh and with your efforts to secure
safety, justice, and equal rights for all. The voices raised in The Roots — voices of truth, resilience, and
cultural pride — must continue to be heard, and | pledge my ongoing support in advocating for your
cause at every possible forum.

As you mark this remarkable 25-year journey, may you be strengthened in purpose, united in vision, and
inspired to carry forward your rich heritage for future generations.

AT
( _I@f‘/{mimfﬁ_
Virendra Sharma
Former Member of Parliament for Ealing Southall
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Er. Trupti Patel FCIHT, MSc. H&T, BEng CE

President Hindu Forum Britain *

Hindu Forum of Britain
Vascroft Estate
861, Coronation Road
Park Royal,
London NW10 7PT

Hindu Forum Britain E-mail: info@hfb.org.uk

Website: www.hfb.org.uk

To
The Bangladesh Hindu Association UK

Subject: Congratulations on 25 Years of Dedicated Service

Dear Friends,

On behalf of Hindu Forum Britain, I extend our warmest congratulations to the Bangladesh Hindu
Association UK on completing 25 years of remarkable service. Over the years, BHA (UK) has exemplified
the true spirit of seva through its voluntary work, supporting those in need both in the UK and abroad. Your
tireless efforts in providing humanitarian aid during floods and crises, as well as your financial and moral
support to vulnerable communities, are a testament to your compassion and commitment. We also commend
your engagement with parliamentarians and APPGs, ensuring that the voice of the community is heard at the
highest levels.

Your journey of unity, service, and advocacy over the past quarter-century is truly inspiring, and we look
forward to continuing to work alongside you in strengthening our shared values and service to society.

With heartfelt congratulations and best wishes for the future,
Yours sincerely,

Er. Trupti Patel FCIHT, MSc. H &T, BEng CE, Visharad Bharatnatyam & Yog President Hindu Forum of
Britain & Trustee of the HFB Charity
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Jagannath Hall Alumni Association
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Congratulations to BHA (UK) On the celebration of Silver Jubilee

Practicing MO HASSAN II
LT SOLICITORS

& COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS
e STUDENT VISA helping people through the law

 DEPENDENT VISA FERT
e IMMIGRATION I_--. _
e ASYLUM '

e HUMAN RIGHTS

e FAMILY MATTERS

e DIVORCE

e EQUITY TRANSFER

e NEW LEASE/ LICENCE

TO ASSIGN = Bl
* SPONSORSHIP LICENCE §= ... MQ Hassan, Barrister & Solicitor
o VISIT VISA

* SPOUSE VISA GLORY OF 32 YEARS
® * ALL APPEAL OF EXPERIENCE IN ®

* JUDICIAL REVIEW
« POWER OF ATTORNEY THE LEGAL ARENA

o WILL & PROBATE MQ HASSAN SOLICITORS is “helping people through the law”.

MQ Hassan solicitors has specialist skills and experience with a
* ISLAMIC WILL team of highly trained solicitors with whom you can trust and
e CIVIL LITIGATION rely on. We through our high standard of work and commitment

 MOTOR TRAFFIC OFFENCE strive to deliver quality work and excellent client care.

e EEA SETTLEMENT SCHEME MQ Hassan Solicitors is managed and supervised by renowned
and experienced Solicitor MQ Hassan. He has been practising

* ADULT DEPENDENT RELATIVE Law for overs 30 years and possesses excellent communication
e SKILLED WORKERS ROUTE skills and maintains excellent working relationships.

| T I

Mr MQ Hassan is a well known personality and has been

- HONEST ADVICE contributing to the community over many years. He has done

- COMPETITIVE EEES this through the p'rovision of free‘legal advice anq updates
through social media and community TV channels like London

- EXCELLENT SERVICES Bangla Voice, NTV Europe and TV ONE. Mr MQ Hassan is an

- QUICK RESULT honest, knowledgeable and trustworthy solicitor

in our community.

One of the best and reliable
Solicitors in the 020 7426 0858 | 07752397383

Bangladeshi community info@mahassansolicitors.co.uk e  www.mghassansolicitors.co.uk
37 New Road, Ground floor, Whitechapel, London E1 1HE
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Meeting with Ministers, MP & High Commissioner
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Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State for Lord Wajid Khan Under. Virendra Sharma Former MP

Social Security and Disability Secretary for Faith for Ealing Southall

9/ 4
Shofiqur Rahman Choudhury, Labour and
foreign employment minister
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Virendra Sharma Former MP for Ealing Southall Meeting Atiqul Islam, Mayor of Dhaka North
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to BHA (UK) on the

CEE/EBRATION

b

And newly Elected
Executive Committee, Members

il

Ratna & Co. Solicitors
Est. Since 1989

Best wishes

BISWAJIT DEY

(BA, LLB, LPC, LLM, MSS, MBA)
Trainee Solicitor

o Son,
;@ .‘\.“

i 2(.’ Immigration
% & Asylum

S

\‘&’»fﬂ iu%’i
g ﬂ;" Conveyancing
ENE Quality
I‘ta

169 a High St North, East-Ham, London, E6 1JB
Tel: 0208-470-8818, Fax: 0208-475-0131, Mob: 07854663332
Email: ratna@ratna.co.uk Web: www.ratna.co.uk
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J&K Da Celebrated At UK Parliament
MF Bob Blackman CBE, was the host for

the event at the Parlizment with Indian
and Bangladesh diaspora preseni

he el e
Waskimbe Uay wERr way
Exbeliratod o (e Fart b
iy hashmisd Famdil Revitogge

Foandadon KFIE) with lfan sl
Baspladesh dipars presen,
o ] it

She lustber sadd “This st just

W
Ll enid i

APPY | commoness

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWI1A 0AA

COMMONWEALTH
ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

Tpm on Thursday 24% October 2024

Commines Room 8, Paloce of Wastminster

AGENDA

The meeting will be on Oral Evidence Session on a spotlight inguiry inte engoing
events in Banglodesh.

1. Opening of the meeting and apelogies far absence
Andrew Rosindell MP, Chai of the Ci APPG.

2. Oral Evidence Session — the APPG will hear fram:

[0} H.E. Ms. Saida Muna T B h High Ci fssi te the LK,
{rafand
(i) Prost Lal Datta Purckayastha & Sujith Kumar Chowdhury — President &

General Secretary — Bongladesh Hindu Asseciafion
(i) Jubair Ahmed — Community Activist and Enfrepreneur in the UK & Bangladesh

Parliamentarians will be invited fo osk the contributers questions,
3. Invitation for comment from invited guests af the meeting,

4. ADB —closing remerks from Andrew Rosindell MP

if you have any questions or queries please email - plerre. wilby fipariiament,ul.
Commenwealth AP.P.G.
Room 427 /428 | House of Commons | London SW 1A DAL
Chalrman - Andrew Rosindell M.P.
Co-Chalr(s] = The RI Hon, The Lord Kamall of Edmonton & Adam Jages M.P,
Wlee-Chalr — The Rt Hon, The Barenass Uddin
o-moil: plere.wilby@aoriomantuk | Telephone: 020.721 9-8499
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First Ever Holi Festival at the House of Commons-2024
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Second Holi Festival at the House of Commons-2025
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Congratulations to BHA (UK)On the celebration of Silver Jubilee

Religion without philosophy is

sentiment or fanaticism, while
philosophy without religion is mere

mental speculation!
-Bhagavad Gita

With the Hest
Compliments
rom

ml

Ratnha & Co. Solicitors
Est. Since 1989

169 a High St North, East-Ham, London, E6 1JB
Tel: 0208 470 8818, Fax: 0208 475 0131, Mob: 0776 974 8409
Email: ratha@ratna.co.uk Web: www.ratna.co.uk
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Buckingham Palace Garden Party
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A (UK)On the celebration of Silver Jubilee

YOUR WEALTH
OUR PASSION

We specialize in providing tailored
loan and mortgage solutions that fit
your unique needs

OUR SERVICES

« Home Loans
« Finance
« Mortgage

o Insurance

o 07872 170293 www.macnabfs.co.uk
HALE G2 Uaa A nandita@macnabfs.co.uk

11-13 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E7 9PA
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Celebration of 20th Anniversery, BHA UK
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Community Engagement
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Community Engagement

~ Attended Hindu Aid Event Attended Community Event, Altab Ali Park BCSCO cultural event, Bham <,
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BGM 2022, BHA UK
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BGM 2022, BHA UK
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Congratulations to BHA (UK)
On the celebration of Silver Jubilee

BOOK NOW

FOR PARTY OR ANY OCCATION

CALL US
+44 20 7538 3008
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Humanitarian Assistance to Victims in UK, Bangladesh & India

indu Association (UK
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Congratulations to BHA (UK)
On the celebration of 25th Anniversary

e TANDOORI RESTAURANT !

e

Fully licensed and Air Conditioned

SAMRAT

EEEY Ll L
i o i

TANDQOORI RES
Fully licensed and Air

.1

TAURANT
Conditioned

320-322, Barking Road, Plaistow, London, EL3 SHL
S P: 020 7473 4333, 020 7473 3747 . F: 020 7474 9600 info@samrattandoori.co.uk
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Arpita Chowdhury Monalisa Saha Shuchishmita
MA First Class, MSc Distinction, Oxford Mattra duhona
Cambridge University University PhD Student & Community
& Community Activist & Community Activist Activist
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
Achievement awards dchievement dwards achievement Gwards

N -

®
Sarita Saha Madhuxi Paul
President of Hindu Society, Msc clinical speech and lan-
Bristol University & guage therapy, distinction &
Community Ptctivist ) community activist
h'Ou’tbtmfldmg q Mahamaya Seal Family Outstanding
dchievement dwards Promoting Sanaton Culture dchievement awards
Achievement dwards

A

bossmita

Rajib Dhar De Aijit Saha
Student of Medicine & Vice Choud hu"y Student of Mathematics,
President of Student of Medicine, Kings College London
ISKCON Student Group Cambridge University & Certificate of
Certificate of ormmunity Actiyist appreciation
bt Certificate of PP
appreciation appreciation
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Every Utility.

One Expert Partner. .

E n d Iess POte nti a I' 66Our mission is simple — help UK

businesses save money, stay
connected, and grow with

Empowering Businesses with confidence.

s — Pravagnshu Majumder,
Smarter Utilities L 6
Managing Director

From startups to enterprises, Crystal Utilities is your trusted partner for energy, finance, and
connectivity. We deliver clear, cost-effective solutions that simplify utility management and
fuel your growth. Our expert team helps you cut costs, boost efficiency, and focus on what
matters most.

Simple. Reliable. Results-driven.

Let's power the future — together.

2 Why Businesses

Choose Crystal Utilities

13+ Years of Industry Experience

V Fully Managed, Hassle-Free Utility Services
 Tailored Packages for Every Sector

V Trusted by Hundreds of Growing Businesses

¥ The Crystal Promise
®- Jargon-Free, Straight-Talking Advice
Okl No Hidden Fee.

¥\ Long-Term Savings & Sustainability
e i B One Point of Contact. Total Support.

“ < Powerful Solutions. Proven Results.

Business Electricity i\.; ' Cash Advance Merchant Services
Custom usage-based Fast capital, no banks or Process payments
tariffs to reduce waste paperwork nightmares. smarter, faster, cheaper.
el ‘fOSt' s» Business Telephone ©\ Business Water
‘ Business Gas Stay connected with Detect leaks in your
Market-scanned deals affordable, professional lines. costs, not your pipes.

to keep your business

heated affordably. \Z/ Business Broadband

=== Enterprise-grade speed and uptime.

Get in Touch with the Experts . .
1 Unit 2, Midland House, 111-

@ support@crystalutilities.co.uk N3 Victoria Road, Romford,

= 020 8552 6736 § 07769 34531 RM1 2LX
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Dr Sunil Kanti Roy

freedom fighters in 1971, worked as a

Medical Officer in the “Mobile Indian
Red Cross Team” during the liberation
movement of Bangladesh. He worked in
most “Refugee Camps’ and served refugees
from Bangladesh irrespective of religions, cast, creed and sex. He
came to UK in 1975 as a student, passed LRCP (London), MRCS
(England) in 1983 and MRCP (UK) in 1984. He became Fellow of
Royal Society of Medicine (FRSM) London in 2003 and Fellow of
Royal College of Physicians (FRCP)London and (FRC)Edinburgh in
2003. He was a GP Tutor to teach Medical Students of King's College
and Imperial College, London. He received Music “Diploma” and
“Post-Diploma” on Hindustani Vocal Music and Rabindra Sangeet.
He is now committed to serve the cause for Humanity and The
prime charity project of “Ipshita Memorial” at present is the “Blind
prevention Clinic” in a rural Village - “Atla” near Tarapit, West
Bengal, India.

Dr Subir Sen

r Subir Sen has been
Dawarded Honorary Fellow
University of East London, his ji
unique contribution in medical '
and clinical education. He has been practising as
GP with speciality in cardiology at Stratford for over last 20 years and
a GP trainer, clinical and educational supervisor for GP's, Practice
Nurses, Physician Associates, Pharmacist and closing gap between
privileged and underprivileged communities. He has tremendous
contributions in the raising quality and standardised clinical practice
and education in East London.

Dr Debasish Kar
Pr Debasish Kar is an academic GP currently
n

working as an NIHR Clinical Lecturer at the
iversity of Plymouth. This is a highly regarded
~ 'and competitive award awarded to clinical
academics who have completed their academic
doctorate, on top of their clinical qualifications.
He is also affiliated and undertaking research in collaboration with
the University of Oxford, Imperial College London, King's College
London and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
He is also leading global health research working collaboratively
with the University of Washington, University of NSW, Sydney and
teaching research methodology at the University of Professional,
Dhaka, Bangladesh. He has published over 40 articles in peer
reviewed journals attracting over 900 citations worldwide.

Amitabha Sikder

For over 20 years, Mr Sikder led Cyber Security
consulting services to global banks, financial
firms, professional services, telecom and critical
~ 'UK National infrastructure. Key leadership roles
include Director-level positions at CLS Bank (US),
and senior roles at Barclays Bank PLC, London Stock Exchange,
London Metal Exchange, Mitsui Group, KPMG, Boston Consulting
Group, National Grid, and Nokia Siemens Networks. He enhanced
his expertise with an Executive Leadership certification from the
University of Oxford. He holds multiple professional qualifications,
including CISM, ISO 27001, MCSA, MCSE and PRICE 2. He served
as a guest lecturer in Information Security at Aston University,
Birmingham,

Prof. Dr. Chitta Chowdhury

freedomfighter, served bothin humanitarian

refugee camps and in the treatment of the
wounded liberation forces in Sector 8, under
the command of Major Jalil. joined the British
Army. Commissioned as a Senior Major, and
served across the Middle East, including Saudi Arabia, before
my posting to the Far East Command in Hong Kong. Outside my
clinical work, Dr Chowdhury, actively involved with the Help the
Poor Trust, inspired by Mother Teresa, From the tense wards of a
besieged Chittagong hospital in 1971 to the operating theatres of
the British military and the NHS, his path has been marked by the
interplay of history and humanity.

Sukriti Prova Sen

Sukriti Prova Sen is the Director of Children's
and Education Services at Coventry City
Council and a Board Director of the Association
of Directors of Children’s Services (ADCS). Born
in Oldham to Bangladeshi parents, Sukriti's early
experiences of growing up shaped her commitment to fairness
and social justice. Beginning her career in the voluntary sector in
Tower Hamlets, she became a qualified social worker in 1992 and
has since held senior leadership roles across London and Essex,
where she contributed to Essex County Council’s ‘Outstanding’
Ofsted ratings in 2018 and 2023.

7B

Dr Dababrata Chowdhury

r. Chowdhury's experienced as a Software
Engineer from Hacettepe University in Turkey,
along with his MBA and PhD in Knowledge
~ ' Management from the University of Plymouth
UK and his position as an Reader (Associate
Professor) in Digital Entrepreneurship and Knowledge Management.
Dr Chowdhury has over 20 years' experience in the HE sectors, with
10 years in outward facing programme running and development
roles. During this time, he has developed a fundamental, holistic
knowledge of universities and how to form mutually beneficial,
strategic, university connections with industry partners and local
communities from across the globe. Currently, Dr Chowdhury is
the associate editor for the Review of Applied Socio-Economic
Research Journal and an editorial board member for International
Journal of Technology Intelligence and Planning (JTIP) and Co-editor
in International Journal of Entrepreneurship and Management
Inquiries. He has published over 40 papers in refereed academic
journals, conference proceedings, book chapters, and magazine
articles. He is capable of speaking and communicating in English,
Turkish, Hindi, Bengali, Azerbaijani and Urdu.

r\ Dr Chitta Saha

r Chitta Saha is a Senior Lecturer in
DAutomotive Engineering BSc (Hons) (BUET),
A > ngSc (NMRC), University College Cork (UCQ).
S During PhD study, Dr Chitta Saha developed the

‘J ‘ model of an electromagnetic (EM) vibrational
generator and verified the model with the

measured and simulated results. He was a Lecturer/Assistant
Professor in the School of Computing, Electronics and Maths at
Coventry University. He received a fellow in HEA 2015 award.
He was an external examiner of Hertfordshire University. 2012
onward, he successfully supervised around 60 MSc students 4 PhD
completion, currently supervising 2 PhD students
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Testimonials

Z71 4
am proud to have been a part of Bangladesh
Hindu Association (BHA) since its very inception.
BHA continues to go from strength to strength;
tirelessly advocating for and uplifting those who
are most in need, standing firm against the no
injustices of discrimination and atrocities being
committed against innocent Hindus (and other

minorities) in Bangladesh.
Himangshu Goswami
Ex Chairperson of BHA(UK))

wenty five years ago, our founders came

together with a vision to preserve our rich
cultural and spiritual heritage, support our
community, and create a platform for unity
and shared values in the UK. As we celebrate
this silver jubilee, we reflect not only on
how far we've come but also on the strength
and resilience that has carried us through.
Over the years, this Association has become
home for many a place where traditions
are honoured,festivals are celebrated with
joy,and support is extended in times of need.
We have grown together, welcomed new
generations,and stood by one another through
challenges,always guided by the principles
of dharma, community service, and mutual
respect | would like to express my deepest
appreciation to all past and present committee
members,volunteers and supporters whose
dedication and passion have made this
milestone possible.Your contributions have
built a legacy that we can all be proud of.

Mr Taraka Ranjan Chanda
Chair Person Bangladesh Hindu Association

ongratulations to everyone in the team. It
was a great event. Special congratulations
to Swapan for his restless effort for taking this
organisation forward, it has made it's right
place in this country... My best wishes for more
and more success.
Samar Chakraborty
Coventry, Guest of 20" Anniversary

HA(UK) has been engaged all through to

create, sustain and promote congenial and
harmonious community relations between
different ethnic groups, Hindu religious and
cultural groups including youth groups living in
the UK. BHA(UK) is deeply involved in preserving
our Sanatani identity and supporting our new
generation to understand their own ethnic
origin, religion and culture. The challenges
BHA(UK) has faced successfully so far show
the passion, commitment and resilience of
the whole organisation. BHA(UK) has been
maintaining its promises to help our community
here in the UK and abroad, particularly in
Bangladesh during natural disasters, ethnic
cleansings and atrocities for being Hindu
as minority in Bangladesh including other
human rights issues for minorities, by planning
adopting and implementing variety of activities.
Amalendu Shekhar Podder
Ex Chairperson of BHA(UK)

he Bangladesh Hindu Association’s silver

jubilee is an occasion to look forward
rather than merely commemorate the past.
Issues of minority rights, inclusion, and identity
are still crucial in a society that is changing
quickly. The BHA's ongoing goals will remain
to empower marginalised communities,
foster intercultural harmony, and increase
community representation. The Association’s
legacy is evident as it marks 25 years of
service: a community that was previously
voiceless has rediscovered its voice. The
upcoming chapter is expected to be equally
important, with increased prominence, a more
profound influence, and a revitalised force.
Congratulations on the 25th anniversary of the
Bangladesh Hindu Association! | hope the next
25 years bring even more success.
Kavita Protima Gupta
Community Activist, Coventry
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hank you to the BHA Community for my
nomination and award. | am both honoured
and humbled by your kind gesture. This award
does not only go to me but represents the
hard work and commitment of the wider BHA
community. May Lord Krishna continue to
bless everyone and ensure our community
goes from strength to strength.
Sandhya Roy
Award Winner-2022, BHA(UK)

t the core of its mission, BHA (UK) strives

to empower the younger, British-born
generation to reconnect with their roots.
Through initiatives such as the BHA Youth
Forum, it promotes cultural education,
storytelling, and heritage awareness—
bridging tradition with modern identity
What truly sets BHA (UK) apart is its blend
of cultural stewardship and humanitarian
action. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
the organisation provided vital support to
vulnerable communities both in the UK and
abroad.

Alak Chanda
General Secretary of BHA (UK)

huge thank you to our BHA Youth Champion
mit Deb and his PMO team for delivering
such a successful Sankirtan event in the banner
of SankirtanFest. This was an historical eventin
community cohesion and successfully bringing
all sects and groups of Sanatanis together in
celebrating the uniqueness of sanatan spiritual
journey. | believe this event will positively
contribute in removing barriers in community
unity for achieving common goals. Hats off
guys!!l! Though there are still plenty rooms for
development.

Sujith Chowdhury
General Secretary, BHA(UK)

HA has been supporting our community in

many ways and bringing our community
members together in many ways and will
continue to do so. | would like to convey my
gratitude to the BHA to everyone involved in
supporting the BHA community. When we had
the covid pandemic and other natural disasters
like the flood BHA has been able to support
many members of our community in India and
Bangladesh..

Haripada Suklabaidya
Vice Chairman of BHA (UK)

¥
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Being part of BHA has helped me understand

and value my culture more deeply than ever
before. It has also opened my eyes to the real
issues our community faces and the support
it needs. The encouragement | have received
from BHA has given me a fresh perspective
and inspired me to work harder for our shared
goals. | encourage everyone in our community
to get involved with BHA, whether to promote
our culture, support the Hindu minority in
Bangladesh and throughout the world , or
make sure our community in England gets fair
opportunities and protection from any kind of
oppression.

Johar Shil
Press and Publicity Secretary of BHA (UK)

am very happy to be involved in BHA from

day one.BHA are doing very fantastic and
humanitarian job from longtime. We did very
massive and successful programmes at Bradford,
London and Birmingham and we celebrated two
Holi celebration in British House of Commons
soncec2024 for the first time. Undoubtedly BHA
is a best and largest national Organisation in the
UK because they go above and beyond for the
people in need and still continuesley taking great
initiative for community people.
Amar Baidya
Vice Chairman of BHA (UK)
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Since becoming a member, | have had the
chance to engage with the wider community
and see closely how much effort BHA puts into
promoting our culture, religion and traditions.
Through different activities and events, BHA has
worked hard to keep our heritage alive and has
also given the younger generation the chance to
learn about and feel proud of their roots. | have
seen how BHA brings people from different
backgrounds together, encouraging unity,
harmony and a real sense of belonging which
is very important in today's world. Their work
is not just about promoting culture, it is about
strengthening community ties and giving us all a
platform to feel connected.

Mahamay Seal
Cultural Secretary, BHA(UK)

his was a long journey of last twenty years

together with all our fellow community
members. Some of them left us for good and
some talented new faces joined by this time.
The journey will obviously enhance community
cohesiveness and mutual support in the days
ahead. It needs sincere initiative, wholehearted
involvement, utmost devotion to sacrifice for
wellbeing and support for the society atit's difficult
times. This is a charity for mankind which is named
as “ Nishkam Karma" in Srimadbhagavad Geeta.
Heartiest congratulations to all who have been
awarded for their noble task and contributions
for this community. My humble gratitude to
BHA for recognition of my little contribution
towards social service through BHA and other
organisations as well as my own capacity. This will
obviously encourage and inspire others to come
forward to work for this community. May Lord
Krishna bless us to uphold this togetherness to
serve this community.
Haradhan Bhowmik
Award Winner-2022, BHA(UK)

huge congratulations to the BHA Chairman,

General Secretary and other executive
members for such a wonderful program in
the House of Commons. It was a milestone for
the young generation well as all community
members. | must have to say all BHA members
" A Special Thanks' for their hard work and
dedication that they had shown on the day
and this has made the program so lively and
successful. This is how the team spirit should
always be there. Many many congratulations to
all young participants who worked very hard .
My son and | absolutely enjoyed the moments.
Jini Sen
Community Activist

have personally been inspired by the various

activities of this organization. | sincerely thank
you for the important work you are doing for
the Hindu community in different countries,
including the United Kingdom, and for raising
our rightful demands to the government.
Radhakanta Dhar
Executive Committee Member

13

Over the past two and a half decades, BHA
(UK) has played a vital role in bringing
together the Hindu community across the UK
and promoting harmony within wider society.
Your commitment to cultural preservation,
social cohesion, and community service is truly
commendable. Wishing BHA (UK) continued
success and growth in the years to come.
Anupam Saha (FCCA)

Senior Vice President, SBLA (UK)

Admin Co-coordinator, Hindu Aid UK
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eartfelt thanks to Proshanta & Suijith for inviting

me to such a prestigious event on last Thursday
and on top allowing me to speak in front of such a
ceremonious gathering. | an indebted to you both
and the BHA. It shows the breadth of your heart.

Dewan Gous Sultan
Community Activist

he Bangladeshi Hindu Association (BHA) plays

a vital role in safeguarding the rights of religious
minorities and promoting secular values. Through its
dedicated efforts the organisation addresses incidents
of violence against Hindus and other minority
communities while advocating for justice, equality and
communal harmony. BHA's unwavering commitment
to upholding the principles of secularism and fostering
an inclusive society is highly commendable.

Sahab Uddin bacchu
Cultural Activist

am quite impressed to see that the Bangladesh

Hindu Association (UK) is doing incredible work for
humanity. BHA (UK) has stood as a united platform
dedicated to charitable work and humanitarian service
for last 25 years. Throughout these decades, they
have been privileged to serve the needy, offering vital
financial support both here in the UK and overseas.
From responding swiftly to floods and natural disasters
to aiding those affected by humanitarian crises, their
mission has always been driven by compassion and
the belief in shared responsibility

Sujon Barua, Community Activist

became aware of the BHA (UK) through my friendship
with Proshanta Purokayastha. I've observed his
tireless work organising the association's work and
coordinating many charitable efforts to provide
assistance to the less fortunate. On it's 25th anniversary
| wish the BHA (UK) many more successful years of
service to the community.
Desmond Bacchus
Spectator of Holi Festival

e've witnessed how confidently embracing this

belief, the Bangladesh Hindu Association-UK has
for many years worked across Britain through diverse
activities to spread the message of friendship, unity and
harmony. We truly believe that in a multilingual and
multifaith society like Britain, organizations like this are
vital to help us build a beautiful, tolerant community in
a more united way. We are confident that in the future,
the Bangladesh Hindu Association, UK will further
strengthen and continue their noble charitable works
for a more humanitarian society. Best of luck.

Emdad Talukder, MBE & Freedom of London,
Mahfuza Rahman, Freedom of London.

t's a great pleasure to know that Bangladesh Hindu
Association is celebrating its 25 years of successful
activism here in the UK. | am a core admirer of BHA
for its impact-making campaigns against all forms
of tortures, injustices and atrocities against religious
minorities in Bangladesh; | applaud the way they have
been helping supporting and standing firmly beside
victims since they begun, in addition to promoting
and preserving our ancient heritage and religion of the
land ( Indian sub-continent) as well as a unique culture
of devotion through events, talks and other form of
activism. It's such a huge joy that this important and
indispensable activism by BHA has successfully been
run last 25 years and | would like to see BHA at the
forefront of all progressive movements and campaigns
here in Europe.
T M Ahmed Kaysher

Director | Saudha, Society of Poetry and Indian Music

he Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK) is a shining

example of how unity, compassion, and courage
can change lives far beyond borders. Born from a
shared identity, it has grown into a global voice for
justice, human dignity, and cultural pride. For over
20 years, BHA (UK) has stood up for the oppressed,
offered hope to victims, and built bridges between
communities—reminding us that humanity has
no nationality. From defending human rights to
aiding flood victims, from celebrating our shared
languages to supporting the most vulnerable, their
work transcends religion and geography. They have
shown that when we come together, we can heal
wounds, preserve heritage, and inspire the next
generation to lead with empathy. BHA (UK) is not
just an organisation—it is a movement of hearts and
hands, proving that the fight for justice anywhere is
the fight for humanity everywhere.
Rumy Haque
Cultural Activist
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eartfelt congratulations to the Bangladeshi

Hindu Association BHA UK on completing 25
successful years. I've had the privilege of seeing
their humanitarian activities closely since
2009-10, and | truly admire their commitment
to supporting Bangladeshi minorities and
standing by victim families in difficult times.

Their dedication to justice and community
welfare has always inspired me. Wishing BHA,
UK many more years of meaningful service and
continued success.

SIETRPT | SR T BHA @<fwe aramees fevore S i
SR FCHS (ARITS AT | (e & ST | .
o @& Ajanta Deb Roy
T @ e Councillor and Community Activist

appy New Year to the incredible team at the
Bangladesh Hindu Association (BHA) and the
amazing individuals. Your kindness in providing food
and financial assistance has been an invaluable blessing,
empowering me through challenging times. Even those
whose names | may not know, your silent contributions

@ have not gone unnoticed and are deeply appreciated.

Your unwavering support has been my strength and
inspiration. | am forever grateful for your compassion
and dedication. Wishing you all a prosperous and
fulfilling New Year

Luckhan Das

Member, BHA(UK)

i

For 25 years, the Bengali Hindu Association has
stood as a beacon of unity, compassion, and
cultural pride. More than just an organisation,
BHA has been a nurturing umbrella of continuous
support—especially during times of hardship, both
locally and abroad. Whether responding to global
crises or personal struggles, BHA has consistently
uplifted vulnerable communities, offering a
sense of belonging when it was needed most.
BHA's vibrant cultural activities have brought
generations together, creating shared experiences

o

&
have, only in the last couple of years, become
involved with BHA(UK). | have attended their
celebrations and did not know what to expect
from what | believed to be a small minority
community. My experience has opened my
eyes as to what this association has achieved.
From the chairperson and the committee to the
youngest child in attendance you can feel the
energy, passion, fight, pride and belief in what
they have built and what they hope to achieve.
It has been very inspiring. This small minority
community has possibly surpassed itself with
the BIG impact it has on its own community
here across the UK, and the amazing work it
does to support fellow Hindus and human
beings in Bangladesh. | wish the association
every success for the future.
Rashmin Mistry
Spectator of Holi Festival

that strengthen family ties and ensure that future BHAS UK is proud to have stood shoulder to shoulder
generations remain connected to their roots. with BHA UK in many important initiatives - from
Through celebrations that invite all to participate, nationwide protests and programmes in Parliament,
BHA keeps beautiful traditions alive—traditions that to constructive meetings with leaders such as Deputy
should never be forgotten. Foreign Secretary Cathgrine West MP. Together, our
Kanika Roy collaboration has amplified the cause of justice and

equality. We celebrate this milestone with immense joy
and pride

Bikram Banerjee

National Coordinator BHAS UK
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Why Sanatana Dharma?
Dr Kanan Purkayastha, CChem CSci FRSA FRSC FIEnvSc Fellow RSS
BHA Special Award Winner 2022
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In the Oxford Dictionary of Hinduism ‘Sanatana Dharma’
is defined as an eternal religion, a Veda-based form of
Hinduism, deemed to be universally and eternally valid
where Veda means ‘knowledge’. It has also mentioned that
the term Veda is both singular and plural and refers to a body
of Sanskrit texts which, in the first instance, was composed,
recited, and orally transmitted by the people who referred to
themselves as Aryans. The earliest Veda is Rig Veda Samhita
dated back between c1700BCE to c1000BCE. Then further
collections were Sama, Yajur and Atharva Veda Sambhita.
There are various Upanishads which in an expanded sense,
is also referred to as the Vedas.

Please note that Sanatana Dharma is the original name of
Hinduism. It was the Persians who came to India during the
sixth century BCE and began using the name ‘Hinduism’ to
refer to the religion of the people living near the Indus River.
In the Persian language, the letters h and s are pronounced
almost the same, so they mistook the word ‘Sindhu’ (the
Sanskrit name for Indus River) to be ‘Hindu'. There is no
word ‘Hindu’ or ‘Hinduism’ in any of the Hindu scriptures.
In Sanatana-dharma, duties performed according to one's

In the current turbulence around the
world, how Sanatana Dharma help
society, can be better understood from
the Bhagavad Gita. The very heart of
the Gita’s message is to see the God in
every creature and act accordingly. Some
scriptures below clearly spell out this-

“l am ever present to those who have
realized me in every creature. Seeing all
life as my manifestation, they are never
separated from me (6: 30-31)"

spiritual identity as ‘atman’ (Self) and are thus the same for
everyone. General duties include virtues such as honesty,
refraining from injuring living beings, purity, goodwill, mercy,
patience, forbearance, self-restraint, generosity, asceticism,
tolerance and acceptance. The beauty of Sanatana Dharma
is tolerance and acceptance. At the World's Parliament
of Religions in Chicago on 11th September 1893 Swami
Vivekananda, an Indian Saint mentioned in his lecture that “I
am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world
both tolerance and universal acceptance. We believe not only
in universal toleration, but we accept all religions as true.”
Vivekananda further added that “ | am proud to tell you that
we have gathered in our bosom the purest remnant of the
Israelites, who came to Southern India and took refuge with
us in the very year in which their holy temple was shattered
to pieces by Roman tyranny. | am proud to belong to the
religion which has sheltered and is still fostering the remnant
of the grand Zoroastrian nation.” Sometimes Sanatana

or Hindu Dharma was criticised for its caste system. In
his book Hinduism, Kshiti Mohan Sen, the father of Novel
laureate Amartya Sen, refers to an interesting argument in
Mahabharata, in which Bhrigu tells Bharadvaja that caste
divisions relate to differencesin physical attributes of different
human beings, reflected in skin colour. Bharadvaja responds
not only by pointing to the considerable variations in skin
colour within every caste, but also by asking: “we all seem to
be affected by desire, anger, fear, sorrow, worry, hunger and
labour; how do we have caste differences then”. Kshiti Mohan
Sen also refers a quote from the ancient Bhavishya Purana
that “since members of all the four castes are children of God,
they all belong to the same caste. All human beings have the
same Father, and children of the same Father cannot have
different castes.” So, in the Hindu scripture, the caste system
was not only ignored but also argued against its relevance in
the society. The cardinal principle of Sanatana Dharma or
Hinduism is the total freedom of thoughts and actions.
This religion never forbids anyone to question its
fundamentals. Even an atheist has the right to condemn
Hinduism in the public and still proudly proclaim that he
or she is a Hindu or Sanatani. In his essay On Tolerance
France philosopher Voltaire wrote ‘I may disagree with what
you say, but | will defend to the death your right to say it
Sanatana Dharma or Hinduism is the embodiment of what
Voltaire wrote. In one part of Hinduism, one may come
across people are worshipping animals or various deities
and, in another part, one may come across concepts that
parallel quantum physics. Some Hindus discuss and promote
the philosophy of Advaita means ‘There is only one’ and
other discuss and promote the philosophy of Dwaita means
‘Duality’. In his book The Tao of Physics Physicist Fritjof Capra
refers Brihad- Aranyaka Upanishad and mentioned that in
the Eastern image Divine is not of ruler who directs the world
from above, but of a principle that controls everything from
within: He who, dwelling in all things, Yet is other than all
things, Whom all things do not know, Whose body all things
are, Who controls all things from within He is your Soul, the
inner Controller, The Immortal. [Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad
(3.7.15)]

This is the intrinsic dynamic nature of Sanatana Dharma.
Sanatana Dharma is based on the awareness of human
experience. Philosophers Aldous Huxley and Leibnitz has
called it as a perennial philosophy because they appear in
every age and civilizations: (1) There is an infinite, changeless
reality beneath the world of change; (2) this same reality lies
at the core of every human personality (3) the purpose of life
is to discover this reality experientially, that is to realize God
while here on earth.

In the current turbulence around the world, how Sanatana
Dharma help society, can be better understood from the
Bhagavad Gita. The very heart of the Gita's message is to
see the God in every creature and act accordingly. Some
scriptures below clearly spell out this-

“I am ever present to those who have realized me in every
creature. Seeing all life as my manifestation, they are never
separated from me (6: 30-31)"
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“When a person responds to the joys and sorrows of others
as if they were his own, he has attained the highest state of
spiritual union (6:32)".

“That one | love who is incapable of ill will, who is friendly and
compassionate (12:13)".

“They alone see truly who see the God the same in every
creature, who see the deathless in the hearts of all that
die, Seeing the same God everywhere, they do not harm
themselves or others, thus they attain the supreme goal
(13:27-28)".

John Van Ruysbroeck, one of the medieval mystics and
philosopher from Belgium, once said:

“The image of God is found essentially and personally in all
mankind. Each possesses it whole, entire and undivided and
all together not more than one alone. In this way we are
all one, intimately united in our eternal image, which is the
image of God and the source in us of all our life.”

This is what Sanatana Dharma said several thousand years
before. The Chandogya Upanishad says “Tat tvam asi: Thou
art That”. Atman is Brahman: The Self in each person is not
different from the Godhead. Nor it is different from person
to person. The self is one the same in every creature. It is
also like a deep meditation when one arrives at a point where
the distinction between observer and observed breaks down
completely, where subject and object fuse into a unified
undifferentiated whole. Thus Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad
(4:5:15) says- “Where there is a duality, as it were, there one
sees another; there one smells another; there one tastes
another...But where everything has become just one’s own
self, then whereby and whom would one see? Then whereby
and whom would one smell? Then whereby and whom would
one taste?”

®
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Infact everyone will embrace Sanatana Dharma because
its man's everlasting search after truth. | recall an essay
published in the Newsweek on 15 August 2009, where Lisa
Miller wrote that we are all Hindus now, people may or may
not actually convert to Hinduism, but they may embrace the
Hindu concept of truths in their daily lives.

Sanatana Dharma allows the free flow of thoughts and
actions. Everyone has the divine right to believe whatever
he or she wants to believe and worship God in whatever
form. There are no statements in Hindu scriptures starting
with ‘Thou shalt not'. Peoples belong to Sanatana Dharma
accept everyone with open arms. For example, when Thomas
the Apostle landed in Kodungallur, a town in Kerala during
52 CE, the people of Kerala greeted him with open arms.
Ramakrishna Paramahansa, an Indian saint, who is regarded
by his follower as Avatar, mentioned to his disciple that ‘as
many faiths, so many paths'. Oxford Professor Ruth Harris,
in her book Guru to The World noted that Ramakrishna’s
teaching suggests all regions are only different paths and
compared his ideas to the tenderness of a mother who
prepares exactly what they like, exactly what agrees with their
stomachs.

Sanatana Dharma or Hinduism believes in the Rig Veda's
statement “Ekham Sat Vipra Bahuda Vadanti”. God is one,
but theologians call God by many names. It firmly believes
in the statement from the Mundaka Upanishad, ‘Satyameva
Jayte’-means Truth alone triumphs, not falsehood. The
concept of utmost freedom of thoughts and actions are the
beauty of Sanatana Dharma. Even atheists have the freedom
to condemn Hinduism in public and still proudly say they are
Hindus. That is the reason | believe and practice Sanatana
Dharma.

40, Roding Lane North,
Wood ford green, 1G8 8NN.
UK,
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BHA YOUTH FORUM

Rajen Paul, Youth Organiser

BHA
TEtth
forue

Bangladesh Hindu Association started
operations in the UK over 20 years. It
was formed by a group of dedicated
individuals as an umbrella organisation with the key
objectives of promoting the identity of Hindus who can trace
their ancestral roots to Bangladesh, making others aware of
the heritage and contributions of Hindus from Bangladesh
and helping individuals in need. As we reflect on our journey,

|

Svicaae=Tioy] it is important to appreciate
that the future of our heritage,
voice, and resilience lies in the
hands of our youth. Today,
more than ever, we need young
voices to stand at the forefront
of advocacy, truth-telling, and
justice.

The history of atrocities
committed against Hindus in

WHAT IS BHA YOUTH
FORUM?

{ BHA Youth Forum is a national Hindu ({J
q:h Bengali youth body established in 3)
{.F? the UK Q'
)| Here at the BHA Youth Farum, our )]
mission is to support, represent, L
educate, and foster a unified
community to preserve our Hindu |
Bengali identity.
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Bangladesh is not just a =
chapter in our past — it
is a lived reality for many
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OUR MISSION i
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and is often overlooked 4 We want to bulld bridges, connect
. E - . W you with your fellow Hindu Bengal %
in mainstream media. It is :" peers, as well as those who have on ()
p T A interest in learning more about our (7|
our collective responsibility X it oot maimc ot B
to ra'se awareness, i heritage We want our actions to "
d t th d | ensure the success of tha Hindu H
educate otners, an H k Bengali diaspora o
ensure that these injustices a .

are acknowledged and T TR
remembered. Youth participation is not optional — it is

essential. Through social media, community engagement,
and cross-cultural dialogue, we have powerful tools at our
disposal. Our awareness and activism today can pave the
way for a more just and inclusive future tomorrow.

Let us honour our past not with silence, but with purpose of
BHA UK.

As youth, we are full of energy, questions and ambitions.
We are the generation that will face challenges, shape the
future and carry our culture forward. In today’s busy life with
studies, careers and distractions, we often ask what can truly
guide us. For me, Sanatana Dharma is that guide. It is not
only a religion but a way of living that gives both knowledge
and wisdom. It teaches us balance, helps us face problems
with strength, and shows us purpose in life. This is why |
believe every young person should be proud to be connected
to Sanatana Dharma.

One of its strongest teachings is karma. It explains that every
action brings a result, whether good or bad. Science says the
same in Newton'’s third law: every action has an equal and
opposite reaction. For students this is very practical, because
it reminds us that every choice matters. The effort we put
into studies, the way we treat people and the habits we
form all shape our future. Nothing is wasted. Remembering
this makes us more mindful and responsible and gives us a
healthier mindset.

Sanatana Dharma also teaches about the atm3a, the soul,
which is eternal and beyond the body. Science still cannot
fully explain consciousness, yet our scriptures already reveal
that this awareness comes from the soul. We may not see it,
but we feel it in the energy and presence within us. This gives
confidence to young people, because it shows that we are
more than our marks, looks or social status. It teaches us to
value the deeper self that never changes.

Even time is explained in a way that connects Sanatana
Dharma and modern science. Einstein’'s theory of relativity
shows that time is not fixed. Our scriptures also describe

Why the Youth Should Be

Proud of Sanatana Dharma
Krishna Shil, Winner of Youth Champion 2022

time as relative, with days of the gods being far longer than
human days. This helps us look at life differently. Instead of
being crushed by stress and deadlines, we learn to use time
wisely and keep a calm mind.

All these examples show that the teachings of Sanatana
Dharma are not only spiritual but also evidence based. They
line up with what science is gradually discovering, and they
continue to guide us toward a healthier and more balanced
life. For young people this means strength in study life, focus
in working life and better organisation in daily routines. The
wisdom of karma helps us make the right decisions, the
knowledge of the soul gives us inner confidence, and the
understanding of time helps us manage pressure. When we
put these truths together, it becomes clear that the purpose
of the scriptures is our well being, and that by following them
we can live with peace, clarity and success.

| also want to thank BHA for inspiring me to write on this
topic. | admire their work. They make sure that young people
like me stay connected to our roots and understand our
heritage. | hope BHA continues to grow stronger and that
more youth take part in its mission.

In the end, | feel proud of Sanatana Dharma because it is
ancient yet modern, spiritual yet scientific, philosophical
yet practical. It shows me how to act responsibly, stay
calm in difficulties and discover my true self. For the
youth, it is not only tradition but also a guide for living
wisely in today’'s world. That is why | proudly say that |
belong to Sanatana Dharma. Open up yourself and feel the
sanatani within you.
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BHA (UK) has taken an initiative to engage
younger generations across the UK and
get to know each other. Very first of this
kind of event, took place on Saturday, 23
August 2025 at Samrat Restaurant, Barking Road , London
E13 8HL. Sujith Chowdhury, Biswajit Dey, Arjun Datta and |
welcomed attendees and introduced the host Rajen Paul.
BHA Youth Organiser. | have been overwhelmed with the
positive responses from parents and kind cooperation
from members of Executive Committee. It's a great news
that many youth attended the lunch despite of holiday
commitments and spent about 3 hours together. We assured
them that the networking lunch initiative was a non- political,
non-patronising, non-supervising get-together for informal
introduction and interactions amongst youth from London. It
is also intended to be expanded across UK cities which could
lead to a National Youth Conference.

| would highly appreciate if parents and guardian across

BHA Youth Lunch - An Initiative to Interact & Create Bonding
Proshanta Purokayastha BEM

UK are willing
to share
this idea of
Youth Lunch,
consider  the
implications of
introduction
and bonding
amongst
younger generations across the UK. | trust BHA (UK) regional
coordinators would be happy to host Youth Lunch in
different cities in the UK in the near future. Youths are the
future of our community. Youth Lunch will bring British born,
European and settled younger generations together to keep
our existence intact with culture and identity of origin. Let us
hope for the best and encourage younger generation to keep
this initiative running with good intentions of community
cohesion and service to the humanity.

Rajonna Dey, Year - 11

Congratulations to BHA's celebration of
their 25th anniversary. | would like to take
this opportunity to express my heartfelt
appreciation and admiration for the Bangladesh Hindu
Association UK (BHA) and the exceptional work they continue
to do in cultural, religious, and humanitarian aspects. | am
truly inspired by the way BHA preserves and promotes the
traditions and heritage of the Bangladeshi Hindu community,
while also creating platforms where those traditions can be
shared with wider society. Their previous initiative of hosting
a Holi celebration at the UK Parliament was a powerful
example of how culture can transcend barriers, foster
mutual understanding, and bring people together. To see a
festival rooted in joy, colour, and unity being celebrated in
one of the most important institutions of democracy is a
testament to BHA's vision and commitment to inclusivity.
At the same time, | deeply admire the Association’s courage
and consistency in addressing humanitarian concerns. The
attacks, discrimination, and injustices faced by minorities
in Bangladesh are issues that cannot be ignored, and BHA

A Sense of Gratitude

has taken on the important responsibility of ensuring these
concerns are raised at the highest levels of government here
in the UK. By doing so, they not only give a voice to those
who are often silenced but also remind us of all our shared
responsibility to stand against injustice and advocate for the
rights and dignity of vulnerable communities.

On a personal level, | feel a deep sense of gratitude for the
work BHA does. Their dedication is not just about organizing
events or raising issues; it is about building bridges,
strengthening communities, and creating hope. It is about
ensuring that the cultural and spiritual identity of the Hindu
community thrives, while also standing up for justice and
human rights for all. | commend the Bangladesh Hindu
Association UK for their outstanding efforts, their vision, and
their unwavering commitment to making a difference. | look
forward to supporting and seeing their continued impact in
the years ahead, as they continue to inspire us all through
their service, their advocacy, and their celebration of our
culture and humanity which aligns with promoting Bengali
culture, community, cohesion and harmony.

Biroja Dey, Year - 4

Inspiration of BHA UK

Congratulations to Bangladesh Hindu Association UK for completing 25 years. It was a pleasure when |
attended and performed a poem which was in Bengali and a dance in another BHA programme. On that
moment | was inspired by the audience and BHA members to be involved with wider community, meeting

with dlverse people and learning my roots and heritage of Hindu culture. Many thanks to BHA for giving me and other children
these opportunities for us to want to explore our origin and culture. | look forward to be involved in many other programmes

and promote our culture and heritage. Hare Krishna
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Reflections on Our Journey and the Road Ahead:

A Message to the Community
Ajit K Saha FCCA, ACA, MSc, AFHEA

In my 22 years in the UK, | have witnessed a profound
transformation within the Bengali Hindu community.
The world we live in today is vastly different from when
BHA UK was founded. The socio-economic landscape
has shifted, and our community has evolved alongside
it.

Particularly over the last decade, due to significant
migration from various European countries, our once
regionally concentrated community—primarily from
Sylhet, Comilla, and Chittagong—has become far
more diverse, now representing nearly every district
of Bangladesh. This influx has brought new strength
and vibrancy. Today, there are nearly 50 Durga Pujas
celebrated in London alone, and cultural events take
place throughout the year, reflecting our growing

However, alongside this growth
come real challenges. Many of the
newer members of our community
are struggling to adapt. They often
find it difficult to maintain the

standard of living they experienced

in the EU, face barriers to securing

stable employment, and lack access

to proper guidance and support
networks.

presence and enthusiasm.

However, alongside this growth come real challenges.
Many of the newer members of our community are
struggling to adapt. They often find it difficult to
maintain the standard of living they experienced in the
EU, face barriers to securing stable employment, and
lack access to proper guidance and support networks.
Yet, despite these hardships, the new generation is
rising to meet the moment. They are turning adversity
into opportunity. We are proud of these determined
individuals—fighters in every sense—who embody the
spirit of resilience. At the same time, we are witnessing
the emergence of the third generation of British-born
individuals of Bangladeshi Hindu heritage. This marks
a significant milestone as we continue our journey
toward a mature, diverse, and thriving society in the
UK.

But sustainable growth does not come without
challenges. This shift demands that we reassess our

priorities and adapt our strategies to suit the UK

context. In my view, there are several key areas where

BHA UK and other community organisations can make

meaningful and lasting contributions:

1. Support for Newcomers: Offering structured
guidance and mentorship to help new arrivals
integrate effectively into British society.

2. Education and Empowerment:  Prioritising
education, vocational training, entrepreneurship,
and knowledge sharing across generations.

3. Cultural  Preservation: Preventing religious
conversions through awareness, education, and
inclusive community engagement.

4. Marriage Bureau: Establishing a Hindu marriage
bureau to support matrimonial connections within
the community.

5. Youth Engagement: Organising summer camps
focused on religious and cultural training for
younger generations.

6. Monthly Classes: Hosting regular religious
education sessions to preserve and pass on our
spiritual and cultural heritage.

7. Community  Summits:  Launching  biannual
Hindu summits and networking events to foster
collaboration and unity.

8. Business Support: Promoting Hindu-owned
businesses and creating initiatives to support their
growth.

9. Professional Networking: Facilitating networking
opportunities for Hindu professionals to encourage
mentorship and career advancement.

10. Political ~ Engagement:  Encouraging  greater
participation in local government and politics to
strengthen our community's voice.

11. Emergency Fund: Creating a common emergency
relief fund, with each member organisation
contributing 5% of their revenues, to support our
community during times of crisis.

I am confident that many of these initiatives are already
being explored. But even with limited resources, if each
of us contributes a small portion of our time, skills,
and energy, we can collectively build a stronger, more
resilient future.
Let us use this anniversary of BHA UK not only to
celebrate our achievements but also to renew our
commitment to the generations ahead. Together, we
can honour our heritage, support one another in the
present, and shape a brighter, more united future for
our community here in the UK.

With warmest wishes and gratitude,

Ajit K Saha FCCA, ACA, MSc, AFHEA
Founding Trustee - SBLAUK & Hindu Aid UK
Treasurer & Trustee - DU Alumni Association UK
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Protima Kavita Gupta
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As the Bangladesh Hindu Association (BHA) marks its
25th anniversary, the organisation stands as a testament
to resilience, unity, and a relentless pursuit of cultural
preservation and representation. From its humble beginnings
to becoming a renowned voice in Bangladesh and the UK,
shows the resilience of a community committed to preserving
its identity while making a significant
contribution to society at large.

A Voice Born from Necessity

The creation of Bangladesh is an
internationally recognised chapter of
South Asian history. Yet, within this
narrative, the story of Bangladeshi Hindus often remains
overlooked, particularly in the West. Their existence, their
struggles to safeguard culture, faith, and heritage, and their
continued fight for recognition are less well understood
beyond the community itself.

The Bangladeshi Hindu diaspora is a sizable group in the
UK. For many years, however, there was little representation
and involvement in civic, political, and governmental arenas.
The Bangladesh Hindu Association was established 25 years
ago with the straightforward but effective goal of giving the
community a unified voice.

From Humble Beginnings to National Prominence

The BHA started off small, establishing networks, making
relationships, and holding tiny religious and cultural

gatherings to unite people. Over the years, its reach
significantly expanded. Today, the Association has evolved
into a respected body with influence at governmental levels
in both the UK and Bangladesh.

It makes numerous and significant contributions:
Community Representation: Ensuring that the highest levels
of government pay attention to issues that affect Hindus in
Bangladesh.

Social Support: Collecting donations for victims in Bangladesh,
especially those who are facing life-threatening conditions
and was suffering during natural disasters.

Youth and Education: Supporting Bangladeshi students in the
UK with opportunities and mentorship.

Advocacy and Protest: Organising protests and campaigns on
urgent issues impacting communities both domestically and
internationally.

Cultural engagement: Organising conferences, workshops,
and other activities to foster harmony, understanding, and

H . EEEs

Bangladesh Hindu Association UK,
25 Years of Services, Struggle & Strength

integration in multicultural Britain.
Through these initiatives, the BHA has
promoted intercultural communication
and unity in addition to improving its own
community.

Leadership and Recognition
Sri Proshanta Datta Purkayastha
Although teamwork has been crucial to the organization’s
success, individual efforts have also been highly visible. Sri
Prashanto Dutta Purkayastha has been a leader and a pillar
of service among them.
Her Late Majesty Queen
Elizabeth 1l appreciated
his exceptional dedication
by awarding him an BEM.
His following invites to
Buckingham Palace and
the Coronation of King
Charles Il are honours
that demonstrate both
the
appreciation of a
community’s contribution
to British life and personal
accomplishment.
Looking Ahead: The Next

25 Years

The Bangladesh Hindu Association’s silver jubilee is an
occasion to look forward rather than merely commemorate
the past. Issues of minority rights, inclusion, and identity
are still crucial in a society that is changing quickly. The
BHA's ongoing goals will remain to empower marginalised
communities, foster intercultural harmony, and increase
community representation. The Association’s legacy is
evident as it marks 25 years of service: a community that
was previously voiceless has rediscovered its voice. The
upcoming chapter is expected to be equally important, with
increased prominence, a more profound influence, and a
revitalised force. Congratulations on the 25th anniversary of
the Bangladesh Hindu Association! | hope the next 25 years
bring even more success.
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BHA : A Memorable Journey

Prasanta Kumar Datta, Vice President

A new journey of my life began in 1999 in London, leaving
all my family members behind. | had never been away from
home for more than two months at a time. The beginning of
my life in London was very exciting—beautiful surroundings
and full of joyful experiences. However, as days passed, |
started to miss my family members, my circle of friends, the
neighborhood where | spent more than 25 years of my life,
and national celebration days such as Independence Day,
Mother Language Day, all the Pujas, and Eid.

Life must move on. It was my decision to seek a new life in
London, so | had to find ways to compensate for the missing
parts of my past. During my youth and student life, | spent
my spare time involved in various sports, social activities, and
student politics. | knew how to connect with people and build
friendships, so | looked for every opportunity to engage with
the community in London.

To celebrate my first Durga Puja in 2001, | attended the
Toynbee Town Hall in Brick Lane. | was over the moon to
have the opportunity to celebrate Durga Puja in London, and
I am still grateful to the organizer, the Sanaton Association.
During that Puja, | met many members of the community,
including Mr. Prosanta Datta Purakayasta. We exchanged
contact details.

The year 2001 was very significant for the Bangladeshi Hindu
community. In the aftermath of the national election, a
massive wave of violence was carried out against Hindus. The
Bangladeshi Hindu community in London was devastated and
felt compelled to support the victims and raise awareness of
the atrocities. | found out that a group led by Mr. Prosanta
Datta Purakayasta had submitted a petition at 10 Downing
Street. This action deeply inspired me.

Time passed. One evening in 2003, | received a phone call
from Mr. P.D. Purakayasta, who told me that a group of
community members from across the UK had gathered
in a small church hall in Birmingham. The outcome of that
gathering was the creation of a charity platform called the
Bangladesh Hindu Association UK (BHA UK). | have been part
of this organization ever since.

This Roots Magazine will speak for itself about what BHA UK
has accomplished over the last 25 years. More importantly, it
will reflect what | have achieved, how satisfied | am, and what
has motivated me to remain part of the BHA UK family.

At the beginning of my life in London, | felt a degree of
loneliness. That feeling no longer exists. | am now a broader
part of society, engaged in day-to-day activities, and able to
celebrate with a large number of people. | am well-informed
and regularly invited to participate in various social and
cultural events.

As an active BHA UK member, | have gained many valuable
skills—such as how to organize and deliver successful
events, recruit and connect with members, share knowledge,
participate in important meetings, and help make decisions.
The most fulfilling aspect of being a BHA UK member has
been responding to and supporting victims from minority
communities in Bangladesh, and raising their voices in
international forums. During the floods and the COVID-19
pandemic, BHA UK managed to deliver supportand assistance
to those who needed it most. This meaningful contribution
has added greatly to my sense of satisfaction and purpose.

I wish and hope that BHA UK will continue to grow and serve
the community for many more years to come, and | will
continue to serve as a dedicated BHA UK member.

Supratim Deb Goutam,

The Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK) stands out due to
its sincere approach. We are discussing our heritage, ethnic
culture, and the new generation of British-born people. The
goals and objectives of the association are sociocultural.
Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK) serves as a forum for our
esteemed culture and community. We need to stay in touch
and explore ourselves for a variety of reasons throughout
our lives. We must eventually discover our origins, long-lost
family members, and friends. Establishing a connection for
crisis, help and guidance is crucial. It took over 40 years to
articulate our genuine emotions. It seems that members
of our community had been hiding their UK origins for a
while. It is time to show off your identity and be proud of
your community. All we have to do is strive to blend into this
diversified society of the United Kingdom and be good citizens.

BHA Connects North of England : A Memorable Journey

Bangladesh Hindu Association was established in 2001 but
the concept and idea of uniting the Bangladeshi Hindus in the
UK started many years prior to this. In Bradford we had the
privilege to organise the expansion of the association to the
North of England as part of encouraging the next generation
to feel and become more involved in their roots and culture.
This meeting was started by a performance of the Gayatri
Mantra by my two young boys aged 5 and 7 at the time.
We also paid respect to the pioneering community leaders
such as the Late Monindra Kumar Dey, Late Surdhir Chadra
Das, etc. We had a huge response from the local community
and was a success with approximately 300 participants. |
wish all the best for the future of the Bangladesh Hindu
Association and hope the next generation will uphold the flag
of this organisation.
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Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK)

British Hindu delegation raises concerns of the celebrates 20th anniversary
rsecution of Hindus in Bangladesh with the DR M e B
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office

10th February, 2025

0000600

London, on \Wednesday 5th February, 3 detegation from the British Hindu
diaspera met with MP Catherine West, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for
the Foreign, Commeonwealth and pevelopment Office to discuss the ongoing
persecution and human rights viglations of Hindus and other minorities in
Bangladesh.
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@ The 5-member delegation included members of the Bengali Hindy Adarsha Sangh UK,
INSIGHT UK, Bangladesh Hindu Assoclation UK. Hatignal Hindu Students’ Forum UK and
Hindu Aid UK. The discussion was divided into thrae key sections, each forusing on

R fTiIsH PAHL\#MENT T0
ROTEST IN FRONT OF BR
FF:‘RDTEGT HINDUS AND OTHER MINORITIES N

E»ANGLADESH

1 haag 11, 024

o QOO0

British Hindus ainngs\cé;
it i ther
nities and walks of his_a. gathes
g ngoing trocities agan‘-s:‘
{ 5 ing of Sheik
i d other minorities in esh. Bince the ousting G
P o ister, on 5 pugust, {here has peen a surd

tmet Hindu men: Women, and children, rargeted solely

had » -y 1 43
P .?;(f_ :r.‘..‘!' LA

g

. ROOTS
Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK) 57

@ .

25/08/2025 23:58:51 ‘ ‘

magazine 2025 Latest two.indd 57



CHENEEE i L

8 TR IR 7 / 3T oivRge
BHA (UK)’s Tribute To The Departed Souls

;
Late Jitendra Lal Late Bani Dey 3. late Normoda
Gupta =y Kumar Deb
Late Gopendra Late Shri Rama : Late Ajay
Lal Gupta Kanta Dey (Rana) Paul
Ny +
) dhi
= § Ranjon Datt Late Samar
) Chakraborty

Late Gouri Prova ! .‘ Late Gita

' “] Late Dilip
ol Datta . ‘. Rani Roy Chanda
Late Nirmal Kumar Dey a8 Late Shila Late Bidhan Das

Purkayastha
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History of BHA (UK)

Proshanta Purokayastha BEM

Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK) started 20 years ago as an umbrella organisation and a common ground for the members

of Bengali Hindu Community as a whole originally from Bangladesh . The principle of the unity was based on identity of origin
and culture in Bangladesh regardless of differences in opinion and current nationality status for the migration in various
countries in the world.
Very first activity and protest started as Victim Support and Welfare Group of Sanaton Association for the purpose of

protesting against the atrocities on innocent Hindus in Bangladesh. SANATON Association’s registered status required to

submit petition to the Prime Minister at Downing Street. We then invited members, organisations of Bengali Hindu the
community from every city, all over United Kingdom and the National Committee of Bangladesh Hindu Association (UK) was
formed on Sunday, 31 August 2003 at Toynbee Hall, 28 Commercial Street, London E1 6LS. This is now widely known as BHA
(UK). A chronological information listed below with references of date and action.

6/12/2001 - Campaign started to join Victim Support
Welfare Group of Sanaton Association to protest against
atrocities on minority Hindus in Bangladesh.

31-12-2001- Petition submitted to the Prime Minister
Tony Blair MP at Downing Street, London SW1

3-1-2002 - Acknowledgement received from Prime
Minister's Office

14-1-2002 - Invitation sent to members calling to form a
Probashi Bangladeshi Hindu Organisation

21-01-2002 - First meeting held at 320 Barking Road,
London E13 on 21 January 2002. Members Present:
F.k Dhar, Proshanta Purokayastha, Subodh Ranjan
Sen, Himangshu Goswami, D K Ray, Jadob Majumder,
Raneshwar Ray, Mukul Roy, Chiranjit Majumder,
Samir Kumar Das, Bidhan Goswami, Sujit Sen, Biswajit
Goswami, BB Goswami (Document Attached).

Extra Ordinary General meeting on 1 of August resolved
the date of National Meeting on Sunday, 31 August 2003

National Committee Meeting held on 31 August 2003 at
Toynbee Hall, 28 Commercial Street London E1 6LS on
at 10am to 5:30pm under the heading of Bangladesh
Hindu (Human Rights) Association with outlined Aims
and objectives, initiated by Sanaton Association. First
Nationjal Committee was formed

The company was formed on 10 August 2004 Company
Number 5202054

BHA (UK) made £500 Donation for the Flood Victims of
Bangladesh On 1/9/2005

16 March 2006 - International Mother Language day
celebration news coverage

National Conference held on 28 May 2006 at Toynbee
Hall, London, under Bangladesh Hindu Association
(UK). High Commissioner Sabihiddin Ahmed attended
meeting, news coverage & Committee.

Meeting with High Commissioner Mofazzal Karim on 24
June 2006, Janomot Coverage 19 July 2006.

2007 - Annual Conference, Pershore Road, Birmingham

Annual General Meeting held on Sunday, 9 November
2008 in Birmingham, Executive Committee was formed.

Registered for Charity on 24 February 2009
EGM took place on 29 March 2009, London

Annual Conference 2010 at INDIAN YMCA on Sunday 19
September 2010

2011 - EGM. London Regional Committee on Sunday
22nd May 2011

Press Conference on 27 January 2014, for the atrocities
on Hindus,

2018/19 Supporting Luckhan Das, Raktim Kar Vasha ,
Subasish Bose

2019 - 2020- Continuous Covid Support, mindfulness
sessions, advice, fund raising effort. Support provided
to victims in UK, Bangladesh and India

18 Nov 2020 - Condemnation of Muradnagar Comilla’s
atrocities

28 Feb 2021 International Mother Language Day
Celebration inclusive of multifaith community.

24 Sept 2021 - Helped Jhumon Das
22 Dec 2021 - intellectual Martyrs Day at Shahid Minar
4 August 2021 Meeting with High Commissioner

28 October 2021 Demonstration at House of Parliament
and in front of BBC

29 March 2021 Condemnation of the attacks in Bramman
Baria

24 March condemnation for Shallah Attack & Fund
raised for Shallah Victims

14 March Have your say to Census 2021 Campaign
2021- supporting student Priyangka Bhattacharjee

Ongoing various references and support to asylum
seekers, voluntary workers

14 February 21 Inaugration of Youth Forum
Annual General Meeting 20 September 2020,
Executive Committee formed

COVID 19 Support

3 June 2021 Paschim Pailanpur Union

18 June 2021 Usmani nagar

20 June 2021 Adityapur, Chorbita, Satyapur
24th June Khalilpur Union

3rd July Sreemongal

July 2021 Borkol

4 August 2021 Mathbaria Pirojpur, Barishal
Shilchar Hospital

Kolkata Covid Hospital Kanti Ganguly
Gaudiya Mission
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Activities Over Last 3 Years

June 2022
Financial Assistance to Late Umesh Das (Bidhan)’s
Family, UK

July 2022
Solidarity meeting with Ghatok Dalal Nirmul Committee

October 2022
Meeting with Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister

May 2023
Humanitarian Assistance to Nabiganj
Fire Victims Bangladesh

September 2023
Wellbeing programme with Bodhi Shuddhaanandaa
Mabharaj
Meeting with Foreign Minister
Abul Momen at Taj Hotel

October 2023
Wellbeing programme with
Bodhi Shuddhaanandaa Maharaj
Vice Chairman Robin Paul. Face 2 face talk with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, London

December 2023
Solidarity with Sampriti Concert, London
10 Downing Street, Petition to urge Bangladesh
Government to ensure protection of minorities in
election period

February 2024
Floral tribute to late Samar Chakraborty , Coventry

March 2024
1st Ever Holi celebration at House of Commons

MAY 2024
Community engagement at Birmingham
Attended BSCO cultural event

June 2024
Joined fund raising campaign for Sankirtan Concert of
Sanaton Association

July 2024
Wellbeing programme with Bodhi Shuddhaanandaa
Maharaj
Wellbeing programme with Bodhi
Shuddhaanandaa Maharaj

August 2024
Flood relief distribution in Bangladesh

September 2024
*  Support to Flood Victims
* Tlakh tk through Haradhan Bhowmik for Flood
victims of Comilla, Nangolcoat & Laksam
* 1 lakh tk to Feni flood victims through
Dr. Dababrata Chowdhury
International conference for coordinated efforts
during Durga Puja
1 lakh rupees for Tripura Flood Victims, India

October 2024

Rallies in solidarity with sanatoni movement in
Bangladesh under the leadership of Chinmoy Das
Brammachari

Coordinated campaign with Puja Committee across
UK in support of 8 Point demand of The Bangladeshi
Hindu Community and fund raised for the victims of
violence in relation to that.

Attendance of the Guest Speaker at House of
Commons under the chairmanship of Bob Blackman
MP on celebration of Jammu Kashmir accession
event.

November 2024
Protest in front of Bangladesh High Commission
London for release of Chinmoy Probhu
BHA Chair and Secretary attended Commonwealth
APPG with a large group of member and provided
witness statement on atrocities against minorities in
Bangladesh
Meeting with Virendra Sharma, former MP to
appraise him on Bangladesh situation.
BHA Chair and Secretary attended a wedding event in
Loughborough for community engagement.
Attended UN Human Rights Convention, Geneva

December 2024
Protest in front of Bangladesh Assistant High
Commission Birmingham, against atrocities on
minorities in Bangladesh.

Protest in front of Bangladesh Assistant High
Commission Manchester, against atrocities on
minorities in Bangladesh.

BHA members including the Chair and Secretary
attended the Sampriti Concert at Birmingham as part
of Community Engagement.

January 2025
BHAS conference at Birmingham on Bengali Hingu
Genocide in Indian Sub Continent

1 lakh tk to Bishwajit Chakraborty, Manob Mondir
Foundation, Srimongal in support to vulnerable tea
garden worker.

1 Lakh tk to Adv. Romen Roy’s Family for treatment
support. Money sent to his sister.

30 thousand taka to Sumon Sharma, Chittagong in
support of poor Hajari Lane victim who was arrested
on false allegations.

1 lakh tk to Bimala Prasad Prabhu, ISKCON
Bangladesh in support of Rangpur victims.

1 lakh tk to Shanta Saha Akash to support
Duarabazar victim, Sunamgan;.

February 2025
Meeting with Catherine West MP, FCDO

March 2025
Meeting with Rushnara Ali MP
Supporting Gita Distribution Project in Chattogram
through Sumon Sharma

May 2025
Second Holi celebration at the House of Commons

June 2025
Floral tribute to late Kshama Dutta, Mother in Law of
our executive member, Pulok Kanti Shome
Financial assistant for treatment of Beauti Rani
Sarker Jagannathpur Bangladesh

July 2025
Floral tribute to late Dilip Chanda, Husband of our
executive member, Baby Rani Chanda

August 2025
BHA Youth Lunch in London
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Congratulations to BHA (UK)On the celebration of Silver Jubilee
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Congratulations to BHA (UK) on their 20th Anniversary

Practicing areas:

 Immigration « Family Law
- Nationality Law - Landlord &Tenants
« Human Rights Law « Employments

« Wills and Probate

Juyal Chakraborty

Legal Consultant LLM,
LLM, BPP UNIVERSITY LLB (HONS), University of Wales

Your trusted legal partner

Tel: 0207 371 68104 RO e
ax:
Moh: 0770 226 5239

Address: 1ST FLOOR, 182 High Road llford, London IG1 1LR
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BANGLADESH HINDU ASSOCIATION (UK)
Registered Charity 1128209

Working towards establishing identity of origin and culture

The first umbrella organisation of Bengali Hindus in the UK
Serving humanity and promoting cultural harmony over 25 years

Please Contact Executive Committee to be a proud member of BHA (UK)

Proshanta Purokayastha BEM Alak Chanda
Chairman General Secretary
0779 6615410 07875 579803
Scan Me
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Email: bhauk2all@gmail.com | Website: www.bhauk.uk
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